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TWO FOR THE DRAFT

THEY ARE TWO PLAYERS WHO NEED NO INTRODUCTION
TO WESTERN HOCKEY LEAGUE SCOUTS IN THE PROVINCE.
IN FACT, TYDEN LAFOURNAISE AND PRABH BHATHAL ARE
ASSUREDLY ATOP OF EACH EVALUATORS LIST.

ou’ll also find

them leading their

respective teams in

scoring and battling

each other for the

Manitoba U15 AAA
Hockey League’s scoring lead.

As 14-year-old standouts
at their age level, it’s expected
both players will have their
names called at the 2024
WHL Prospects Draft, May 9.

It is also further
understood that both
will be first-round picks
when the selection process
commences next spring.

It’s an exciting time for
each player, but also a period
in their careers where the
spotlight has narrowed and
every move, on-and-off the
ice, is being monitored.

However, as captains of

their respective teams —
Lafournaise on the Winnipeg
Bruins Gold and Bhathal on
the Winnipeg Thrashers White
- each young man seems well
poised for what’s ahead.

“T have never coached a
player like Tyden in AAA
hockey,” says Bruins Gold
head coach Chris McColm.

“I think he’s the best player
I've ever had. His skill level
is off the charts and his
skating and shooting are
something I haven’t seen in
the league in a long time.
He’s beyond his years in
development and maturity.”

A Grade 9 student at
Churchill High School,
Lafournaise has developed
into the full package,
gifted with size (5’11, 168
pounds), skill and vision.

In addition, his work ethic
on the ice (both in practice
and games), leadership
and conditioning are just
some of the characteristics
McColm says will serve him
well in advancing to the
higher levels of the game.

And his offensive
prowess is another asset, as
Lafournaise will finish this
season with significantly
more goals and points than
games played and potentially
could smash some U15
provincial scoring records.

“He’s got strength and
pull-away speed,” says
McColm. “He’s getting better
and better every week. But
that doesn’t mean it’s come
easy. He’s one of the most
conditioned players on our
team. And he wants to make

kids on our team better,
too. He’s a special player.”
But for all that orbits
around the centreman
regarding expectations and
as a possible blue-chip WHL
draft pick, Lafournaise

remains extremely grounded.

“I'm sure there’s a little bit
extra this year with it being
the draft year,” he says. “But
every year is important. If
I keep playing the way I am
that’s certainly a possibility.

“There are always
expectations. The
expectations for me
though are to lead this
team by example.”

On an equal plane is
Bhathal, a highly skilled,
offensive, powerhouse
centreman with a keen focus
and fantastic demeanor.

PRABH BHATHAL




The Grade 9 student at Both Bhathal and
St. John’s-Ravenscourt Lafournaise are eager to
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can’t be one dimensional.”

HONOURABLE MENTIONS: Ryland Moore (Winnipeg Bruins Brown). Will Van Norman (Wpg Wild Red), Crew Elder (Brandon Wheat Kings),
Jaxston Hansen-Young (Southwest Cougars). Tyson Pethybridge (Pembina Valley Hawks).



